Lethal midline granuloma (peripheral T-cell lymphoma) after lymphomatoid papulosis.
A Japanese woman with an 8-year history of lymphomatoid papulosis (LP) had lethal midline granuloma (LMG) develop at the age of 51 years. There were histologic similarities between LP and LMG seen in this patient. Surface phenotypic studies on nasal and cutaneous lesions demonstrated a population of T-cells expressing CD2, CD4, CD25, CD30, and histocompatibility antigen-DR (HLA-DR). Genotypic analyses of nasal and skin biopsy specimens disclosed a clonal rearrangement of the beta T-cell receptor gene with the same rearrangement pattern. These data indicate that this patient had LMG characterized by clonal peripheral T-cell lymphoma, which probably resulted from progression of the LP.